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Abstract

Defense, war and peace are concepts which have been inseparable
parts of human life in spite of the human development; humans have
never been unaware of these concepts. War and peace are two
completely distinguished and contradictory situations. This is while
defense can be thought of as a middle way between war and peace.
These concepts are highly valuable and significant, since they change
the destiny and life of many humans.

This significance has caused thinkers to try to investigate the causes of
wars and the ways to prevent them in order to reach peace and avoid
corruption and death. In fact, the same issue led the ground for
International Relations and the Law of International Relations field of
study. In this wise investigation, defense is identified as the most
effective means of preventing wars; almost all theories of international
relations have dealt with this issue.

In the present article, regarding the importance of the issue of defense
in the theories of international relations and also the importance of the
viewpoint of Islam in this regard, we investigate and compare the
defense principles from the viewpoints of Liberalism- as one of the
major paradigms of international relations- and Islam using
descriptive-analytical method of research and library tool for data
collection. Liberals with theories like just war, preventive war, mutual
dependence, democratic peace and so on and Islam with theories
regarding jihad and defense have dealt with these issues.

Keywords: Liberalism, Islam, International Relations, International
Law, Defense, War, Peace.
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